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I. Narrative Description of the Status of the Discipline(s) from a National Perspective 

 

The Latin American and Caribbean Studies Program at the College of Charleston offers in-depth 

experiential learning of an increasingly critical region of the world in socioeconomic terms: 

according to the United Nations World Economic Situation and Prospects (WESP) 2018 Report 

released on December 11, 2017, the recent acceleration in world gross product growth stems 

predominantly from firmer growth in several developed economies, although East and South Asia 

remain the world’s most dynamic regions. Cyclical improvements in Argentina, Brazil, Nigeria 

and the Russian Federation, as these economies emerge from recession, also explain roughly a 

third of the rise in the rate of global growth between 2016 and 2017.1  

According to BBVA Research, Latin America maintains its recovery amidst external turbulence. 

Global growth will increase from 1.4% in 2018 and 1.7% in 2019 and then to 2.3% in 2020. Growth 

in LAC has continued to increase over recent months, in line with a recovery in confidence and a 

favorable foreign environment. The rise in growth in 2018 and 2019 is due to two factors: the 

foreign sector: increased growth levels worldwide and higher raw material prices, and a boost from 

private and public investment.2 
 

According to the World Bank, the region has begun to recover from a two-year contraction, 

growing by an estimated 0.9 percent in 2017, supported predominantly by private consumption. 

Growth is expected to reach 2.5 percent in 2020, helped by a rebound in fixed investment and 

private consumption. In Brazil, a weak cyclical recovery is expected to gain traction, with growth 

rising to 2.5 percent in 2020 from 1.5 percent in 2019. Argentina is projected to revert to positive 

growth in 2020 as the effects of the financial market pressures fade, while easing policy uncertainty 

in Mexico is expected to help support a moderate growth uptick in Mexico next year to 2 percent. 

With the external drivers of growth for the region expected to be decreasingly supportive—the 

large gains in some commodity prices in 2016 are not envisaged to continue, while growth in the 

United States and China is projected to decelerate in 2019 and 2020—the region will need to rely 

on domestic sources of growth more than in the past (Végh et al. 2017). Indeed, the baseline 

outlook of accelerating regional growth is supported by strengthening private consumption and 

investment, particularly in commodity-exporting countries in the region. Domestic demand is 

expected to respond to strengthening confidence, relatively low inflation and still supportive, if 

                                                           
1 https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/wpcontent/uploads/sites/45/publication/WESP2018_Full_Web-

1.pdf  

2 https://www.bbvaresearch.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Presentacion-Situacion-Latam-2018.04-EN-

VF.pdf  

https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/wp-content/uploads/sites/45/publication/WESP2018_Full_Web-1.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/wp-content/uploads/sites/45/publication/WESP2018_Full_Web-1.pdf
https://www.bbvaresearch.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Presentacion-Situacion-Latam-2018.04-EN-VF.pdf
https://www.bbvaresearch.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Presentacion-Situacion-Latam-2018.04-EN-VF.pdf
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somewhat tighter, global financing conditions.   In the Caribbean, growth is expected to pick up to 

4.1 percent in 2020. The vital importance of tourism to Caribbean economies underscores the need 

to target infrastructure and services that support this industry as part of reconstruction.3 

 

Within the United States, the exponential increase of the Latino population has played a key role 

in the growing plurality of the country: according to the U.S. Census Bureau, the Hispanic 

population of the United States was 58.9 million as of July 1, 2017 (with 1,131,766 Hispanics 

added to the nation’s population between July 1, 2015, and July 1, 2016. This number is more than 

half of the approximately 2.2 million people added to the nation’s total population during this 

period), making people of Hispanic origin the nation’s largest ethnic or racial minority. Hispanics 

constituted 18.1 percent of the nation’s total population. By 2060, the projected Hispanic 

population of the United States will be 111 million. According to this projection, the Hispanic 

population will constitute 28.6 percent of the nation’s population by that date.  

According to Pew Research Center projections, a growing share of Hispanics have gone to college. 

Almost 40% of Hispanics ages 25 and older had some college experience in 2015, up from 30% 

in 2000. Among U.S.-born Hispanics, 52% reported they had gone to college, an increase from 

41% in 2000. By comparison, 27% of foreign-born Hispanics reported some college experience, 

up from 22% in 2000. The number of Hispanics who speak Spanish at home is at an all-time high, 

though growth is slowing. A record 37 million Hispanics ages 5 and older speak Spanish at home, 

up from 25 million in 2000. However, between 2010 and 2015, this number grew at an annual 

average of 1.8%, down from an annual average of 3.4% between 2000 and 2010. At the same time, 

a record 35 million Hispanics ages 5 and older say they are English-proficient, up from 19 million 

in 2000. Among this group, 14 million Hispanics speak only English at home in 2015, up from 7 

million in 2000. 

In South Carolina, the U.S. Census Bureau reported approximately 258,000 Hispanics residing in 

the Palmetto state as of July 1, 2017, and a population growth of 8.6% from April 1, 2010, to July 

1, 2017. According to the Selig Center for Economic Growth of the Terry College of Business at 

the University of Georgia, the purchasing power of Hispanics in South Carolina has grown 368% 

from 2010 to 2018 almost doubling from $4,911,000 in 2013 to $8,018,000 in 2018.  

The continuing importance of Latin America to the United States in combination with the growing 

Latino population within the country and the state have produced an increasing need for trained 

persons with a knowledge of the region to work in government, teaching, business, social services, 

community organizing, the arts, and other fields. Furthermore, there has been a significant increase 

in percentage of Latino students (both undergraduate and graduate) enrolled in college (17.4% in 

2016) and, more specifically, at the College of Charleston, where there is an upward trend in 

Hispanic enrollment (Hispanic student headcount in 2012 was 403; 528 in Fall 2017). LACS 

Hispanic enrollment was at 33% in Fall 2017 and seven LACS majors in AY 2018-2019 were 

Hispanic. Students graduate from the College of Charleston Latin American and Caribbean Studies 

(LACS) Program prepared for the many scholarly and professional opportunities generated by the 

aforementioned upward trends. Engaging over 35 faculty affiliates from a wide range of areas and 

                                                           
3 http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/125721512062602134/Global-Economic-Prospects-Jan-2019-Latin-

America-and-Caribbean-analysis.pdf   

%09http:/pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/125721512062602134/Global-Economic-Prospects-Jan-2019-Latin-America-and-Caribbean-analysis.pdf
%09http:/pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/125721512062602134/Global-Economic-Prospects-Jan-2019-Latin-America-and-Caribbean-analysis.pdf
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departments from five different Schools (the School of Languages, Cultures and World Affairs, 

the School of Humanities and Social Sciences, the School of the Arts, the School of Education, 

Health, and Human Performance, and the School of Business), LACS additionally promotes 

focused and interdisciplinary research by hosting speakers and visiting scholars, as well as by 

supporting faculty with grants to develop curricula, and students to do fieldwork and research in 

situ, enhancing in this way their academic and transcultural experiences. Through its activities and 

academic program, LACS engages in promoting transcultural and global competence, alongside 

social responsibility. 

 

II. Program 

 

a. The Latin American and Caribbean Studies (LACS) major is an interdisciplinary and multi-

disciplinary program that explores the diverse cultures, histories, ideologies, literatures and 

political economies of Latin America and the Caribbean.  It exposes students to the dynamic 

development of these regions and their critical place in a globalizing world. The program 

endeavors to educate students for global citizenship and to prepare them for global careers. LACS 

majors are expected to: 

 

- Demonstrate a breadth and depth of knowledge about the region. 

- Think critically about the development of the region and its place in the international 

system. 

- Develop competence in Spanish, Portuguese or French language. 

- Develop a more intimate knowledge of at least one place in the region through study 

abroad. 

 

b. As revised February 2013, The College of Charleston’s Strategic Plan 

(http://www.cofc.edu/strategicplan/index.php) summarizes five "goals", four of which are directly 

linked to our department’s own mission and aforementioned objectives: 

 

• Provide students a highly personalized education based on a liberal arts and sciences core 

and enhanced by opportunities for experiential learning. 

• Develop or enhance nationally recognized undergraduate, graduate and professional 

programs in areas that take advantage of our history, culture and location in Charleston 

and contribute to the well-being of the region. 

http://www.cofc.edu/strategicplan/index.php
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• Provide students the global and interdisciplinary perspectives necessary to address the 

social, economic, environmental, ethical, scientific and political issues of the 21st 

century.  

• Establish and promote a vibrant campus-life atmosphere dedicated to education of the 

whole person through integration of curricular and co-curricular or extracurricular 

activities. 

 

c. The Latin American and Caribbean Studies program at the College of Charleston supports and 

encourages the mission of the School of Languages, Cultures and World Affairs and the College 

by preparing students to become knowledgeable, engaged citizens in an increasingly 

interconnected global society. Interdisciplinary in nature, the LACS program explores the diverse 

cultures, histories, ideologies, literatures and political economies of Latin America and the 

Caribbean, exposing students to the dynamic development of these regions and their critical place 

in a globalizing world. It allows for faculty members and students coming from a wide range of 

areas, departments and schools, but with a common interest in Latin America and the Caribbean 

to benefit from an intellectually stimulating transdisciplinary environment.  

Founded as a minor program in 1997 (the second area studies program after African Studies), and 

becoming a major in 2005, the LACS program is highly regarded for its accomplishments, such as 

having been one of the few programs in the US to run a semester-long study abroad program in 

Cuba for eighteen years, and for having supported student participation in the Washington Model 

OAS (WMOAS) for over 30 years.  

 

d. Student Learning Outcomes of the Program 

 

1. Graduating majors in Latin American and Caribbean studies will demonstrate an 

understanding of the diversity and complexity of the Latin American and /or Caribbean experience 

2. Graduating majors in Latin American and Caribbean studies will be able to apply an 

integrative multi-disciplinary approach to an analysis of current issues in Latin America and/or the 

Caribbean. 

3. Graduating majors in Latin American and Caribbean studies will demonstrate an 

appreciation for and understanding of the value of Latin American and Caribbean studies and its 

interdisciplinary,  multi-disciplinary, and comparative approaches. 

 

III. Narrative Summary and Analysis of Departmental or Program Accomplishments 
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The LACS program resumed its comprehensive program review to further strengthen its potential 

as a successful academic experience. A number of specific strategies were implemented during 

AY 2018-2019 in order to achieve this goal: 

1) Program growth: In the Fall 2015 a comprehensive program review was put into effect. As part 

of that plan, the LACS Executive Committee was formed in Spring 2019 and charged with 

aggressive recruitment of students and majors. As a result, the LACS program is experiencing an 

increase in both majors and minors, as well as in total class enrollments. Undergraduate average 

enrollment per course (AY 2017-2018) in LACS is 24. Total enrollment in courses for Fall 2018 

(124 students) and in Spring 2019 (126 students) continues to show exceeded projections and 

shows a 5 YR positive growth of +17.5%. This reflects the upward trend in Hispanic enrollment 

at CofC (Hispanic student headcount in 2012 was 403; 528 in Fall 2017). LACS Hispanic 

enrollment was at 33% in Fall 2017 and seven LACS majors in AY 2018-19 are Hispanic. The 

number of majors has more than doubled from 6 in 2015-2016 to 15 in Spring 2019. Given this 

quick turn-around and the increasing enrollments, these efficiency markers predict that graduation 

rates will increase accordingly. 

2) MOU with Hispanic Studies: Dr. Christina Garcia, from The University of California at Irvine, 

was hired by Hispanic Studies as a tenure-track Latin Americanist to begin in August 2018 with 

the understanding that she will teach a minimum of one LACS course per semester each year. With 

an expertise on 20th and 21st century Caribbean philosophical, literary, and cultural studies and a 

focus on intersectional queer, transgender politics of race, and environmental humanities, Dr. 

Garcia fills a significant void, both in terms of her geopolitical, theoretical, and thematic areas of 

study;  

3) As a result of a comprehensive review of the program´s assessment plan to better implement 

and measure desired learning outcomes, and from the results of the program’s assessment in AY 

2017-2018, the LACS program made some adjustments to its assessment in AY 2018-2019: Rather 

than assessing SLO1 in LACS 101 and LACS 3xx, it started assessing SLO1 (in LACS 101 and 

in LACS 200 classes) as well as continued to assess SLO2 in LACS 3xx courses, and SLO3 in 

LACS 495 or a 400-level equivalent; 

4) Continue to raise visibility and relevance of the program across campus as well as develop 

relationships with other programs/fields: LACS continued conversations with Marine Biology to 

participate in the Semester-At-Sea Program “CofC-at-Sea: Biodiversity and Culture of the 

Caribbean aboard the tall ship S/V Virginia” set for Spring 2020. This unique semester-at-sea 

program aims at developing 1) an in-depth appreciation for the historical, cultural, and geographic 

factors that have shaped patterns of biological and cultural diversity across the Caribbean Sea and 

West Indian Islands; and 2) the students’ working knowledge of diversity as a resource that can be 

applied to designing sustainable solutions to complex socioeconomic and environmental problems 

faced by Caribbean communities. These goals are in line with the College’s strategic plan and with 

the College´s “From Gateways to Greatness” Goal 1. Provide students a highly personalized 

education based on a liberal arts and sciences core and enhanced by opportunities for experiential 

learning; and Goal 3: Provide students the global and interdisciplinary perspectives necessary to 

address the social, economic, environmental, ethical, scientific and political issues of the 21st 

century; 
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5) Continue to support experiential learning for LACS majors by developing and funding 

internship opportunities that may be conducive to job opportunities after graduation; continue to 

build internship opportunities with both, academic and non-academic foreign institutions and to 

entirely fund costs.   

6) As part of the College’s next Quality Enhancement Plan (QEP), “Sustainability Literacy as a 

Bridge to Addressing 21st-Century Problems”, three LACS faculty attended the QEP 

Sustainability Literacy Training sessions in May 2018 and taught courses with a sustainability 

focused or related component in AY 2018-19: Vicki Garrett taught and FYE 125 seminar titled 

“Social and Environmental Justice Through Film”, Lola Colomina taught the inaugural LACS 495 

Capstone course titled “Social Inclusion and Sustainable Development in Latin America” and 

Marianne Verlinden taught SPAN 390 “ST: Sustainability and Environmental Health in Spanish-

Speaking World”. 

 

Course offerings in AY2018-19: 

 

Engaging around 35 affiliate faculty from across campus, LACS makes a major contribution to 

interdisciplinarity, internationalization, personalized education, and high impact student 

experience in a number of ways. First and foremost, through its interdisciplinary courses given on 

and off campus; second, through its contributions to College-wide initiatives and programs 

including the following:  

- First Year Experience program: Edward Chauca taught a section of the First Year Seminar 

“Human Rights in Latin America” and Vicki Garrett taught a second FYE seminar titled 

“Social and Environmental Justice through Film” in Fall 2018; Sarah Owens taught a 

section of the First Year Seminar “Travel Narratives: Journey Around the Hispanic World 

in Spring of 2019;    

- Distance education: an online section of LACS 101, taught by Avendaño, was offered in 

Spring 2019, and the same course was taught by Carrillo in Summer II 2019; Barbara Borg 

taught ANTH 328 Aztecs, Mayas, and Their Ancestors as an on-line course in Summer I 

2019;  

- Independent Studies: In Fall 2018, Julia McReynolds-Pérez directed Susan Dempsey’s 

research project “Services and Policies for Latin American and Latino Children with 

Disabilities”;    

- Internships: The LACS program intends to make more significant contributions to the 

local, regional and international community by establishing or developing more internship 

opportunities for its majors towards the end of their degree (and tailored to their area of 

interest and needs) that are conducive to a job opportunity after graduation.   

- LACS Senior Capstone: The LACS program offered the Senior Capstone for the first time 

in Spring 2019 taught by Lola Colomina-Garrigós. LACS 495 was titled “Social Inclusion 

and Sustainable Development in Latin America” including a sustainability component as 



 

7 
 

part of the College’s Quality Enhancement Plan (QEP), “Sustainability Literacy as a Bridge 

to Addressing 21st-Century Problems”. 

- Other interdisciplinary courses offered in AY 2018-19 included Michael O’Brien’s MUSC 

234 Music in Latin America (Fall 2018); Barbara Borg’s ANTH 329 Indestructible Maya 

(Fall 2018); Luci Moreira´s LTPO 280 ST: Food: Constructing and Sustaining Identities 

Studies (Spring 2019); and Marianne Verlinden’s SPAN 390 ST: Sustainability and 

Environmental Health in Spanish-Speaking World (Spring 2019) (see enrollment tables 

below for complete lists). 

 

Study abroad programs: Another major contribution by LACS is made through its study abroad 

programs. LACS operates three semester study abroad programs in Latin America - Chile, 

Argentina, and Cuba (the first two, along with Hispanic Studies). Fall 2018 Chile program: 9 

students participated in the program. They took classes in culture, linguistics, and literature as well 

as in political science at the Universidad de Santiago de Chile (USACH). Students enjoyed various 

activities including day excursions to nearby cities and an extended trip to Peru, that included visits 

to Lima, Cuzco, and Machu Picchu. They lived with Chilean families; Spring 2019 Cuba program: 

7 students participated in this program. Courses were taught by the CofC program director, Ashley 

Wendt, as well as by two professors from University of Havana and classes were held at the Centro 

de Estudios Martianos. The group had a day excursion to Las Terrazas, a UNESCO Biosphere 

Reserve and a four day trip to the cities of Trinidad and Cienfuegos. Students enjoyed weekly 

activities including museum visits, service learning projects, and events with Cuban students. They 

lived with Cuban families; Spring 2019 Argentina program: 6 students participated in the program. 

They took classes in culture, linguistics, and literature as well as political science and lived with 

host families. 

 

As a continuation to the collaborations across institutions, a CofC delegation (Associate Provost 

for International Education, Dr. Andrew Sobiesuo, Dean of LCWA, Dr. Tim Johnson, Chair of 

Hispanic Studies, Dr. Mark Del Mastro, Linguistics Director, Dr. Elizabeth Martínez-Gibson, and 

LACS Interim Director, Dr. Nadia Avendaño) paid a visit to our Chile program host university, 

Universidad de Santiago de Chile (USACH), in September 2018.  The goal of the visit was to 

further expand our institution’s collaboration with the USACH that began in fall 2016. A series of 

discussions took place on how to continue expanding our collaboration, for example, through 

faculty and student exchanges, remote team-teaching and student collaboration, remote guest 

lectures, and collaborative research projects between faculty. A successful test run was conducted 

for a videoconference scheduled November 13 at CofC given by Dr. Jorge Rueda of the USACH 

titled “Andean Worlds: Inclusive Coexistence as Social Justice”. This was an inaugural 

videoconference with the intention that it will alternate between institutions with presentations by 

both USACH and CofC faculty.  
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The LACS program additionally promotes focused and interdisciplinary research by hosting 

speakers and visiting scholars in order to promote a vibrant campus-life environment dedicated 

to education of the whole person. The LACS program invited LACS graduates to speak to the 

College community. Mary Lucas gave a talk in the fall: “An Unconventional Journey: From 

Interdisciplinary Degrees to Law and Technology” and Emily Williams gave a talk in the spring: 

“The Perks of Being Bilingual: Unexpected Paths to People and Careers” followed by a LACS 

sponsored reception. LACS also held events with the Hispanic/Latino Club and the Portuguese 

and Brazilian Studies Club in Spring 2019: Mardis Gras party which included a Zumba hour 

long class and a movie night. In collaboration with Michael Overholt from the Teaching and 

Learning Team, LACS recorded its first Podcast with three of our graduating LACS majors 

where they discussed the benefits of the major, their study abroad and internship experiences, as 

well as their future plans. 

 

Program Enrollment 

 Fall 2018 

 Title Enrollment Max Professor 

LACS 101.01 Intro to Latin American & 

Caribbean Studies 

33 35 Verlinden 

LACS 101.02 Intro to Latin American & 

Caribbean Studies 

33 35 Garcia 

LACS 104.01 Intro to Contemporary Chile 

(abroad) 

5 - Avendano 

LACS 200.01 ST: Nations and narrations in Latin 

America countries through Film: 

The Struggle for Independence 

17 25 Carrillo-Arciniega 

LACS 400.01 Services and Policies for Latin 

American and Latin Children with 

Disabilities 

1 1 McReynolds Perez 

FYSE 125.01 Human Rights in Latin America 18 22 Chauca 

FYSE 125.02 Social and Environmental Justice 

through Film 

17 22 Garrett 

Total number of students in LACS courses: 124 

Average class size for all on campus LACS courses (excluding individual enrollments): 27.66 

Classes counting towards the LACS major and minor in other departments and programs: 

 Title Enrollment Max Professor 

ANTH 325.01 Peoples & Cultures of Latin 

America 

29 30 Hector Qirko 

HIST 263.01 Latin America since Independence 17 30 Heidi Krajewski 

INTL 290.01 ST: Comparative Social 

Movements 

25 16 Jason F. Taylor/ Jessica 

Price 

MUSC 234.01 Music in Latin America 16 35 Michael S O'Brien 
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SPAN 333.01 Topics in Hispanic Cultures: 

Contemporary Spanish-American 

Cinema 

19 20 Victoria Lynn Garrett 

SPAN 333.02 Topics in Hispanic Cultures: 

Contemporary Spanish-American 

Cinema 

20 20 Victoria Lynn Garrett 

SPAN 366.01 Select Read. in Spanish Amer.: 

Fantasy and Science fiction short 

stories in Spanish American 

Literature 

15 16 Raul Carrillo-Arciniega 

POLI 340.01 Politics of Latin America 16 30 Jessica Price 

POLI 340.02 Politics of Latin America 7  Nadia D Avendano 

(instructor of record) 

 

 

Spring 2019 

 Title Enrollment Max Professor 

LACS 101.01 Intro to Latin American & 

Caribbean Studies 

27 35 France 

LACS 101.02 Intro to Latin American & 

Caribbean Studies 

30 35 Garcia 

LACS 101.03 Intro to Latin American & 

Caribbean Studies (Online) 

23 25 Avendano 

LACS 103.01 Intro to Contemporary Cuba 7 - Avendano 

LACS 106.01 Intro to Contemporary Argentina 5 - Avendano 

LACS 200.01 ST: Talking Trash and Wasting 

Time: A Caribbean Ecology 

4 25 Garcia 

LACS 200.02 ST: Women and Gender in Latin 

America 

5 - Wendt 

LACS 495.01 Latin Amer/Carib Stud Capstone 3 10 Colomina-Garrigos 

FYSE 125.01  Travel Narratives: Journey Around 

the Hispanic World 

22 22 Owens  

Total number of students in LACS courses: 126 

Average class size for all on campus LACS courses (excluding individual enrollments): 16 

 

Classes counting towards the LACS major and minor in other departments and programs: 

 Title Enrollment Max Professor 

AAST 300.06 ST: Voodoo and Visual Culture 21 25 Kameelah L Martin   

AFST 202.02 ST: Diaspora Yoruba Culture and 

Lowcountry Connections 

19 25 Ajani Ofunniyin 
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ANTH 

329.01 

Indestructible Maya 24 25 Barbara E Borg 

ENGL 

234.01 

Surv of 3rd World Masterpieces 15 24 Simon Lewis 

LTFR 250.01 Francophone Litr in Translation 11 15 Martine Cuvillier-Hiers   

HIST 250.02 ST: Latin America and the U.S. since 

Independence 

18 30 Heidi Marie Krajewski 

INTL 290.01 ST: United Nations 14 25 Mohammed Degia 

MUSC 

222.01 

ST: World Rhythms 35 35 Ronald David Wiltrout 

MUSC  

234.01 

Music in Latin America 12 35 Michael S O'Brien 

POLI 266.02 International Diplomacy Studies 

(Model OAS) 

6  Douglas S Friedman 

POLI 359.01 ST: Nationalism and Ethnic Politics, 9 30 Jessica J Price 

LTPO 280.01 ST: Food: Constructing and 

Sustaining Identities 

15 25 Maria Luci De Biaji 

Moreira 

SPAN 

333.01 

Social Justice and Hispanic Cinema  15 20 Liana Hakobyan 

SPAN 

333.02 

Social Justice and Hispanic Cinema  11 20 Liana Hakobyan 

SPAN 

366.01 

Select Read. in Spanish Amer.: 

Friends with Benefits 

13 16 Christina M Garcia 

SPAN 390. 

01 

ST: Sustainability & Environmental 

Health in Spanish-Speaking World 

9 18 Marianne J Verlinden 

SPAN 

491.01 

Seminar in Hispanic Studies: 

Chicano/Latino Literature 

17 15 Nadia D Avendano 

WGST 

120.01 

Studies in Women & Gender 

Studies: Introduction to Women's 

Health in the Caribbean 

4  Ashley Wendt 

 

Summer 2019 

 Title Enrollment Max Professor 

LACS 101.01 Intro to Latin American & 

Caribbean Studies 

13 25 Carrillo-Arciniega 

  

 

  

  LACS majors  LACS minors  

2013-2014  6   14    
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2014-2015  7   11   

2015-2016  6   9 

2016-2017  10   8 

2017-2018  11   14 

2018-2019  15   12 

As a result of the aforementioned implemented strategies together with a more aggressive 

recruitment plan, the LACS program increased its number of majors by 15%, as seen below:  

  LACS majors  LACS minors  

Fall 2015  1   9 

Spring 2016  6   9 

Spring 2017  10   9 

Spring 2018  11   14 

Spring 2019  15   12 

 

Program Assessment 

“Closing the Loop”: The LACS program made several changes to its assessment in AY 2018-2019: in 

addition to assessing SLO1 in LACS 101, in Fall 2018, LACS started assessing it in LACS 200-level courses 

instead of at the 300 level (the very high results of 1.3 and 1.4 in AY 2017-2018 indicated that assessing 

SLO1 at the 300 level may not be as effective since students seem to have already acquired a cultural and 

political foundation by that time); the LACS program changed measure 3.1 from a Reflective essay to an 

Academic Portfolio in the assessment of SLO3 in LACS 495 or 400-level equivalent to avoid redundancy 

and to better assess this particular student learning outcome. This change took effect in Spring 2019 to 

give majors ample time to collect graded assignments. 

Assessment of SLO1 in LACS 101: Two measures were assessed: 1.1: Take-home writing assignment, 1.2: 

End-of-the-semester research assignment; Assessment of SLO1 in LACS 200: two measures were assessed: 

1.3: Take-home writing assignment, 1.4: Final essay. In all assignments, students analyze and describe 

issues clearly and indicate a thorough reading and understanding of cultural text. Students demonstrate 

in-depth knowledge of political/cultural context. Students address major contemporary and historical 

issues pertinent to the Latin American and/or Caribbean experience. Performance target: 90% of students 

should achieve a rating of "meets standard" as measured by a rubric.    

Assessment results for A1, SLO1 (students in Latin American and Caribbean Studies will demonstrate an 

understanding of the diversity and complexity of the Latin American and/or Caribbean experience) in AY 

2018-19 in LACS 101 classes, where 84.5% of students achieved a rating of meets or exceeds standard, 

were a little lower than those from the previous year (in AY 2017-18, 88.6% achieved a rating of meets or 

exceeds standard in LACS 101); assessment results for A1, SLO1 in LACS 200-level classes, where 96.1% of 

students achieved a rating of meets or exceeds standard, suggests that continuous assessment of 
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Measure 1 for SLO1 ensures students learn the critical tools and content necessary to succeed in 

demonstrating an understanding of the diversity and complexity of the Latin American and/or Caribbean 

experience; assessment results for A2, SLO1, in Ay 2018-19 in LACS 101, where 89.85% of students 

achieved a rating of meets or exceeds standard was significantly higher than the previous year (in AY 2017-

2018, 77.7% achieved a rating of meets or exceeds standard). Even though performance target was not 

met, these results show that the recommendation made by the LACS Assessment Committee in AY 2017-

2018 and implemented in AY 2018-2019 to assess SLO1 A2 in an end-of-the-semester research assignment 

and not as part of the final exam (due to a perceived decrease in dedication or time invested preparing 

for the final exam on the students' part) is showing more consistent numbers as compared to A1, SLO1 

results and, thus, a research assignment is proving a more reliable measure to assess SLO1 at the 

program’s introductory level classes; assessment results for A2, SLO1 in LACS 200-level classes, where 

100% of students achieved a rating of meets or exceeds standard, suggest that students seem to have 

acquired an understanding of the diversity and complexity of the Latin American and/or Caribbean 

experience by the time they take 200-level courses. 

 

Assessment of SLO2 (Students in Latin American and Caribbean Studies apply an integrative 

multidisciplinary approach to an analysis of current issues in Latin American and/or the Caribbean) was 

not conducted in AY 2018-2019 as there were no LACS 3xx courses taught during the said academic year. 

The LACS program will resume its offering of courses at the 300 level in the near future. 

 

Assessment of SLO3 (Students in Latin American and Caribbean Studies will demonstrate an appreciation 

for and understanding of the value of Latin American and Caribbean Studies and its interdisciplinary, 

multi-disciplinary, and comparative approaches): The LACS program changed measure 3.1 from a 

Reflective essay to an Academic Portfolio in the assessment of SLO 3 in LACS 495 or 400 level equivalent 

in the Spring of 2019. 

The two measures assessed in Fall 2018 were: 

Measure 3.1: During the final semester of their undergraduate career students write a 1500-2000 word 

ungraded “Reflective Essay” which assesses their academic development from the beginning to the end 

of their major as well as their assessment of the program. Students turn in this completed student 

portfolio in hard copy to the LACS Office in order to graduate. The “Reflective Essay” is submitted in hard 

copy to the instructor of record in their LACS 495 or course equivalent, LACS 400. Members of the LACS 

Assessment Committee read the Reflective Essays annually. Performance target: 100% of students should 

achieve a rating of “meets standard” as measured by a rubric. 

Measure 3.2: Exit interview: All LACS 495 or course equivalent, LACS 400, students will take an exit 

interview where they will describe the impact of courses and of the LACS program by answering the 

following questions: 

1. How has your course work helped you value Latin American and Caribbean studies and its 

interdisciplinary, multi-disciplinary, and comparative approaches? 
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2. Considering the courses you have completed for this program, what shared issues and themes were 

introduced in those classes and how did they help you understand the cultures and regions of Latin 

America? 

3. Taking as a whole your coursework in LACS, what contemporary or historical, political, or cultural issues 

best define the region for you and why? 

4. Based on what you have learned here, how do you envision yourself contributing to this region?; How 

do you feel you could impact the LAC region? 

Performance target: 100% of students should achieve a rating of "meets standard" as measured by a 

rubric. 

The two measures assessed in Spring 2019 were:  

Measure 3.1: Academic Portfolio: Students in LACS 495 or LACS 4xx equivalent assemble and complete an 

academic student portfolio. This portfolio contains hard copies of graded written work from courses in 

the major. Every portfolio has at least one example of graded written work from a course at the 

introductory 100 level, at least one example of graded written work at the intermediate 200 level, at least 

one example of graded written work at the advanced 300 level, and a clean hard copy of the completed 

research paper or other major project from the capstone course, LACS 495, or LACS 4xx equivalent. 

Performance target: 100% of students should achieve a rating of "meets standard" as measured by a 

rubric. 

Measure 3.2: Exit Interview (see above) 

Assessment results for both A1 and A2, SLO3 in AY 2018-2019, where 100% of students achieved a rating 

of meets or exceeds expectations and where performance targets were met, indicate that students are 

able to demonstrate an appreciation for and understanding of the value of Latin American and Caribbean 

Studies and its interdisciplinary, multi-disciplinary, and comparative approaches, by the time they take 

the capstone or 4xx equivalent in their senior year.  

Some of the majors were not able to gather graded written work from each and every level so the 

Committee recommends that the students be reminded of the need to collect graded written work from 

all levels throughout their major. 

Implemented Suggestions and/or Changes Based on AY 2018-2019 Results: 

- Make sure to offer at least one course at the 300 level each academic year to resume regular assessment 

of SLO2; (Courses for AY 2019/2020 have already been assigned and there are no LACS 3XX courses being 

offered) 

- Reinforce the collection of graded work from LACS courses at all levels throughout the major for the 

purpose of the academic portfolio needed to assess SLO3. 

- Measure only one artifact in LACS 101 and LACS 200 rather than two in each course. Now that the 

program offers LACS 200 every year, is unnecessary and redundant for the purposes of assessing SLO 1 to 

assess it twice in each course.  
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a. Diversity: inherently intertwined with the transdisciplinary nature of the program is the 

need to understand issues of race, ethnic, gender and class diversity. The LACS program 

strives to diversify its academic and human components. The hiring of Dr. Christina 

Garcia, whose areas of expertise include a focus on issues of race and gender contributes 

to our needs for diversity in the curriculum;   
b. Evidence of the many accomplishments by LACS faculty in the areas of research, 

professional development and service in the past academic year may be found in FAS. 

  

c. The LACS program seeks to strengthen affiliation of LACS faculty with the program and 

raise a sense of ownership among faculty, explore academic and professional incentives 

for LACS faculty.   

 

d. . In AY2018-2019, LACS was able to increase its number of majors thanks to the strategic 

plan that was put into effect starting in August of 2015: the comprehensive review to further 

strengthen the program´s potential as a successful academic experience together with the 

commendable recruitment efforts of its affiliate faculty resulted in an increase of 66.6% in 

AY 2016-17 and a subsequent increase of 10% in AY 2017-18. The formation of a the 

LACS Executive Committee (Nadia Avendaño, Co-Chair, Lola Colomina, Co-Chair, 

Hollis France, Christina García, and Liana Hakobyan) in Spring 2019 resulted in more 

effective recruiting of LACS majors and a subsequent increase of 15% by the end of Spring 

2019. This increase in majors can only be sustained by continuing to pursue a permanent 

joint line (LACS & another department) and with the continuous support from affiliates 

and their respective home departments. This must be secured to be able to maintain regular 

offerings of LACS courses. 

  

Below are the goals set forth in AY2019-2020:  

1) Continue to increase number of majors and minors by continuing to take a number of 

measures, such as introducing students to the program at an earlier stage through FYE 

courses, continuing the aggressive recruiting efforts made by the Executive Committee, 

collaborating with other departments and programs (Semester-at-Sea collaboration with 

Marine Biology in Spring 2019), and distinguishing itself from INTL, etc.; 

2) Seek fund-raising opportunities in collaboration with the LCWA Dean’s office as well as 

with the local community; 

3) Continue to raise visibility and relevance of the program across campus as well as 

regionally and nationally by resuming work on advertisement and promotional campaign, 

etc.; 
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4) Continue to build internship opportunities with both, academic and non-academic foreign 

institutions; 

 

5) Continue to monitor LACS sponsored study abroad programs to improve their academic 

excellence and resume conversations on expanding academic collaborations with USACH; 

 

6) As part of the College’s next Quality Enhancement Plan (QEP), “Sustainability Literacy 

as a Bridge to Addressing 21st-Century Problems”, encourage faculty to add a 

sustainability related component to their LACS 101 sections. 

 

LACS Major graduates: 

Harmony Baggett   

Cassie Cantrell   

Susan Dempsey   

Jordan Vogt   

Kathryn Williams   

Number of LACS students during the 2018-2019 academic year (before graduation) 

Majors: 15 

Minors: 12 

Award: 

Outstanding Student in Latin American & Caribbean Studies: Susan Dempsey and Jordan Vogt 

 

Student and recent graduate accomplishments 

Keyayanna Alexander (alexanderkr@g.cofc.edu ): has been working as a flight Attendant for 

Republic Airlines. In a few months she will start looking into grad school and will hopefully be 

enrolled in a program this time next year.  

Ben Black ’06: works for Great Hearts Academies, a leading charter school network with 

schools in Arizona and Texas. He is serving as founding Headmaster of the network’s first 

school in Fort Worth, Texas. The next year will involve marketing the school, recruiting 

families, and hiring faculty. The school will launch in the fall of 2020. 

Charly Banks (charlybanks@gmail.com ): Finished first year of law school at Florida State 

University College of Law, currently clerking at a Real Estate and Business law firm for the 

summer in Tallahassee Florida. 

Susan Dempsey ’19 (dempseysr@g.cofc.edu): plans to work as a Behavioral Therapist while she 

applies to graduate programs for occupational therapy.    

mailto:alexanderkr@g.cofc.edu
mailto:charlybanks@gmail.com
mailto:dempseysr@g.cofc.edu


 

16 
 

Devon Gunning’15: Devon teaches Spanish and French at Summerville High School, and is 

currently in the graduate program at CofC for a Masters in Education and Spanish. 

Collin Laverty (collin@cubaeducationaltravel.com ): owner and president of Cuba Educational 

Travel, founded in 2012; senior partner at Havana Strategies, which he also founded; worked 

from 2006-2010 at the Center for Democracy in the Americas; earned his master’s in 

International Relations at UC-San Diego 2012; leading expert on Cuba (he participated in the 

Cuba program at COFC). 

Mary E. A. Lucas (formerly Mary E. Abraham, meabraham@charlestonlaw.edu): After 

graduating CofC, Mary worked at Blackbaud for 3 years and then enrolled in law school.  Upon 

graduation and passing the bar, she worked as a lawyer for the S.C. Supreme Court for several 

years, then an IT attorney for the Office of Court Administration. Mary is currently the Chief 

Information Security Officer and Assistant Chief Counsel at the S.C. Department of Natural 

Resources. 

Katherine Roach (roachkf@g.cofc.edu): Kat went to visit Colombia for 5 months after 

graduation and then moved to Boston to serve with an AmeriCorps program as an immigration 

case manager. She is now a program coordinator for AmeriCorps Legal Advocates of MA. 

Kent Roth (kentroth@gmail.com ): he owns and operates Firehouse Hostel and Lounge in 

Austin, TX. He recently sold his tour company called ATXcursions; he just opened another 

hostel and bar in Dallas, TX. He opened up another side business making custom furniture. 

Arden Sherman (arden.sherman@gmail.com ): Arden is the director of this gallery: 

https://www.huntereastharlemgallery.org  and she works with many artists from South America 

and Caribbean. She is going to open an exhibition at PAMM in 3 weeks: 

http://pamm.org/exhibitions/spots-dots-pips-tiles-exhibition-about-dominoes-0 She also 

organized a new exhibition of works by female artists from El Museo del Barrio's permanent 

collection, see here: https://www.huntereastharlemgallery.org/2018-queenie-1/ 

Jordan Vogt vogtjr1@g.cofc.edu ’19: currently working as a sea kayak guide in the San Juan 

Islands in northwest Washington.  It is a seasonal job and plans on traveling down to South 

America (Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, and Peru) for four or five months after this season ends. She 

plans on continuing working seasonal outdoor jobs and traveling for a few more years and then 

eventually returning to graduate school.  She wants to go back and focus on politics somewhere 

in Latin America and possibly go into higher education. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

mailto:collin@cubaeducationaltravel.com
mailto:meabraham@charlestonlaw.edu
mailto:roachkf@g.cofc.edu
mailto:kentroth@gmail.com
mailto:arden.sherman@gmail.com
https://www.huntereastharlemgallery.org/
http://pamm.org/exhibitions/spots-dots-pips-tiles-exhibition-about-dominoes-0
https://www.huntereastharlemgallery.org/2018-queenie-1/
mailto:vogtjr1@g.cofc.edu
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LACS Faculty 2018-2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nadia Avendaño Hispanic Studies LCWA 

Mary Ann Blitt Hispanic Studies LCWA 

Barbara Borg Anthropology HSS 

Raul Carrillo-Arciniega Hispanic Studies LCWA 

Edward Chauca Hispanic Studies LCWA 

Maria Colomina-Garrigós   Hispanic Studies LCWA 

Lisa Covert    History HSS 

Hollis France Political Science HSS 

Christina García Hispanic Studies LCWA 

Victoria Garrett Hispanic Studies LCWA 

Liana Hakobyan Hispanic Studies LCWA 

Heidi Marie Krajewski History HSS 

Simon Lewis English HSS 

Leonard Lowe Religious Studies HSS 

Beatriz Maldonado International Studies/Econ 

 

 

LCWA/ SOB 

Elizabeth Martínez-Gibson Hispanic Studies LCWA 

Julia McReynolds Pérez Sociology HSS 

Luci Moreira Hispanic Studies LCWA 

Jose Moreira Hispanic Studies LCWA 

Michael O’Brien Music School of the Arts 

Hector Qirko Anthropology HSS 

Sarah Owens Hispanic Studies LCWA 

Robert Sapp French LCWA 
Blake Scott International Studies LCWA 

Andrew Sobiesuo CIE/Hispanic Studies LCWA 
Felix Vásquez Hispanic Studies LCWA 

Marianne Verlinden Hispanic Studies LCWA 

Ricard Viñas de Puig Hispanic Studies LCWA 

Ashley Wendt WGST/ LACS HSS/ LCWA 

Joseph Weyers Hispanic Studies LCWA 

Carl Wise Hispanic Studies LCWA 

Sarah Wuigk INTL/LACS LCWA 
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